Suicide attempters presenting at an emergency department.
Seven hundred and forty-seven consecutive cases of deliberate self-injury presenting at the Emergency Department of an inner city hospital were rated on Beck's Medical Lethality Scales, the Intent Scale and Poldinger's Risk Scale. In addition, demographic data were collected on each patient. The results pertaining to the demographic characteristics of the subjects were found to be similar to those reported elsewhere. However, although the overall intent scores were not found to be predictive of the lethality of the method employed, the "objective" circumstances surrounding the attempt were found to be highly related to the risk factor assigned to each patient. The recommendation is made that specific sub-groups of attempters need to be identified and may warrant specialized intervention strategies.